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be a "puffer," if in case his bid is the last and highest he can be compelled to 
take and pay for the property, although by arrangement with others he may not 
be compelled to keep and pay for it. 



Municipal Corporations — Sewerage— Injury to Lower Biparian Pro- 
prietor. — The destruction of oysters by casting sewage upon them, though from 
a sewer constructed by a city under legislative authority, is held, in Huffmire v. 
Brooklyn (N. Y.), 48 L. B. A. 421, to be as clearly a taking of the property of the 
owner of the oyster bed for which lie has a constitutional right to compensation as 
if there had been a physical removal and conversion of the oysters. 



Exemption prom Taxation — College Property. — The exemption from 
taxation of property used for college purposes is held, in Harvard College v. As- 
sessors of Cambridge (Mass. ), 48 L. B. A. 547, to extend to dormitories and dining 
halls and dwellings occupied by the president and college professors. To similar 
effect it is held, in Phillips Academy v. Andover (Mass.), 48 L. B. A. 550, that 
such exemptions extend to the premises occupied by the professors of an academy. 



Evidence— Unstamped Instrument in State Court. — The right to use an 
instrument as evidence in a State court is held, in Knox v. Rossi (Nev. ), 48 L. E. 
A. 305, not to be subject to the provisions of the Federal war revenue act to the 
effect that instruments not stamped cannot be used as evidence in any court. 
With this case is a note reviewing the numerous English and American cases as 
to the effect of the omission to stamp an instrument on which the law requires a 
stamp, or to cancel the stamps thereon. 



Municipal Corporations — Legislative Control. — The power of the legis- 
lature to apportion the burden of constructing a highway or bridge among towns 
benefited thereby, although not touched by it, is sustained in Slate v. Williams 
(Conn.), 48 L. B. A. 465, and the levy of such burdens on the towns is held not 
to violate any right of local self-government. With this case is an extensive note 
on the power of the legislature to impose burdens upon municipalities and to con- 
trol their local administration and property. 



Municipal Corporations — Ordinances — Sewer Connections. — An ordi- 
nance which provides that the city shall do the work and furnish the materials for 
making a sewer connection up to within three feet of the building to be connected 
is held, in Slaughter v. 0' Berry (N. C. ), 48 L. E. A. 442, to be void as an un- 
reasonable invasion of the rights of property owners, although the city may prop- 
erly specify the materials to be used and provide that the work shall be done only 
by some person licensed by the city to make such connections and under the 
supervision of the city inspector. 

Public Employment — Discrimination — Associated Press. — Discrimina- 
tion between newspapers in the sale of news by a press association which has 
charter power to own and operate telegraph lines and exercise the right of emi- 



428 6 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER. [Oct., 

nent domain is held, in Inter-Ocean Pub. Co. v. Associated Press (111.), 48 L. B. 
A. 568, to be unlawful because the business of the press association is affected with 
a public interest, and a by-law providing that the members of the press associa- 
tion shall not furnish its special news to or receive news from any person or cor- 
poration declared antagonistic to it is held void as creating a monopoly. 



Banks — Negligence in Collection. — Sending a certificate of deposit di- 
rectly to the drawer for collection without instructions to do so is held, in First 
National Bank v. Citizens' Savings Bank (Mich. ), 48 L. R. A. 583, to constitute 
negligence on the part of the collecting bank for which it will be liable in case of 
a resulting loss, but implied instructions to so send it are held to be made when 
the drawer is the only bank in the place and is rated and supposed to be respon- 
sible, while the instructions are, after calling attention to the fact that the collect- 
ing bank had a correspondent at that place, "Please collect for us at your best 
rate of exchange." See 5 Va. Law Reg. 118. 



